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Summary

Dean Forest, 1603-1640
—conflict between the grant of royal ironworks
and the claim of common rights—

The forests of 17th century England were divided into two types,
namely ‘the reserved forests’ which were fit for hunting and ‘the
remote forests’ which were not. The later were disafforested,
requidated and developed for improving the crown income. Although
Dean Forest was not fit for hunting and remote from London, it was
not disafforested because of the abundant resources of iron ore and
coal. Stuart kings alleged to have the title of these underground
resources, and intended to exploit them for financial cause. They
took the policy to lease or grant the royal ironworks together with
timber for fuel. The policy was a phase of fiscal feudalism which
improved king’s income by exercising the prerogatives. But it
encountered the clam of common rights of forest inhabitants. These
ware estover, common of pasture and mining right which had been
exerted for a long time in the forest. This essay surveys the conflict
between royal prerogatives and common rights in Dean Forest.



