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Summary

A thought on the compiling system
for the reported number of penal code offenses

This paper analyzes the organizational character of the compiling
system for Japanese National Police Agency statistics called the
reported number of penal code offenses and also analyses the
informational character of the statistics.

The compiling system of the statistics is centrally controlled by
National Police Agency, while the origins of statistical information
or the investigation documents are produced and managed by
prefectural polices partly in command of the Agency. In order to
serve the data of the investigation documents to the system, there
have to be a linkage between the prefectural polices and the compiling
system. The law of National Public Safety Commission plays the
linking role.

As the result of such linking system, informational character of
the statistics is described as below. The statistics has complex
character ; it is not only statistical regional structural table, but also
statistical regional series table. Moreover due to such linking
system, there occurs friction between National and the regional
polices. It decreases the statistical compiling function of the system.
Thus, there is likelihood of the difference of accuracy between the
different prefectural statistics.

Central controlled compiling system of the statistics in itself has
some obstacles which lose accuracy of the statistics at the level of the
investigation documents data processing.

Historically seeing, the compiling system of the statistics has
changed from local tabulation to central tabulation. The latter
system provides more adapted statistics than the former from view of
national police administration.

From these analyses we can see the close relationship between the
accuracy and the compiling system of the statistics.

There are another point on the accuracy of the statistics; the
methods for counting crimes. These methods make the time series
comparison and the activity analysis of police office difficult.



